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Thibault, Count of Blois, as suitor to Sibella, but Thibault
spent only a few riotous months in the Holy City and then
returned to Europe. Sibella was unfortunate: when she did
marry, her choice was William of Montferrat, who died
three months afterwards, leaving her to bear his child j and
her second husband, Guy of Lusignan, was destined to lose
the Kingdom of Jerusalem.
The second mission of William of Tyre had been an abject
failure, for the princes would give no succour to Jerusalem.
The Holy See alone seemed to have retained any interest in
the fate of the Holy City, and, despairing of obtaining aid
from the rulers in the West, the Pope had written in 1177
to seek the aid of Prester John, the legendary King of India,
in saving the Latin states. When no response came to that
appeal, the Pope renewed his efforts to bully and cajole
Christendom to take up arms against Islam, but the authority
of the Church had waned, three wars were in progress in
Europe, and the pleas of Jerusalem were ignored.
William of Tyre's report regarding the apathy of the
Western princes added to the panic in Jerusalem, but the
Franks were determined to make yet another attempt to
awaken Christendom to the dire necessity for sending an army
to the Holy Land. Baldwin presided over a council in 1184
which chose the most influential embassy that had ever gone
from Palestine, consisting of the Patriarch of Jerusalem and
the Masters of the Temple and the Hospital. The hope of
Jerusalem was in Henry II of England, and the embassy was
instructed to use every means to secure his support before all
other princes. After the murder of Thomas a Becket, Henry
had " sworn that he would assume the cross for a period of
three years . . . and would in the following summer go in
person to Jerusalem, unless he had permission from
Alexander, the Supreme Pontiff, to remain at home. He
also promised that in the meantime he would give to the
Temple as much money as, in the opinion of the brethren,